BILL   JONES   THE   PEERLESS

ticates of New York at first looked upon Andy as some-
thing of a freak. His vanity and positive manner grated
upon some. But he was always amusing* He could be
counted upon to liven any gathering. His stories were
pointed and witty. Hostesses first tolerated, then courted
him.

Carnegie edged in many a sales talk over coffee and
liqueurs. Many a man of wealth and prominence, meet-
ing the bubbling Scot at dinner, found Andy calling
next day, ready to carry forward the acquaintance and
to suggest that a word here or a word there would be
appreciated.

Andy's ceaseless activities bore fruit. Months before
the steel plant was ready, sheaves of fat advance orders
poured in upon William P. Shinn, who had been ap-
pointed general superintendent.

The Edgar Thomson works were completed late in
August, 1875.

"With all the partners present and flags flying, manager
Bill Jones rolled the first rail on September 1.

The Age of Steel was at hand.
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